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The Life of Horace Binney, with Selections from His 

Letters. By Charles Chauncey Binney. Pp. xi+460. 

Philadelphia and London: J. B. Lippincott Company, 1903. 

" A good book," said Horace Binney in a letter to the Hon, 
D. A. White in 1859, "a book that is worth printing for the 
instruction of the world, is, always excepting primers and cate- 
chisms, the rarest thing on earth, — a mild day in the Arctic 
Sea; reason and virtue in a democratic mob." There is no doubt 
that the rigor of that sentence might be moderated, but it ex- 
presses an idea which should be the directing guide of every 
prospective author. And whether or not Mr. Binney had such 
sentence in mind in publishing the present work, nevertheless 
the book is one of merit, of instruction, and of excellent read- 
ing for those outside the field of legal study, and one of in- 
spiration, of helpful guidance, and invaluable worth to those 
who love the law and are earnestly endeavoring to share 
some measure of glory in a profession where courage and 
integrity are indispensable requisites. 

The plan pursued in the making of this book will meet with 
hearty appreciation among those persons who were brought 
nigh to disgust by such pubUcations as the letters of Robert 
Browning and of Victor Hugo. No public should, nor prob- 
ably would, demand that the personal and intimate letters of 
any man be displayed to the world, and no author has the right 
to search the life of any correspondent for lines not concerning 
public matters, or, at the most, for lines which concern facts 
not really of broad interest and going further than to show the 
general personality and characteristics of their writer. It is a 
real pleasure to find in this volume, then, a collection of highly 
interesting letters (and Horace Binney's own pen has written 
just about two-thirds of the book), mostly on affairs of uni- 
versal concern, and for the remaining part on matters of de- 
lightful recollection. The author is to be congratulated on the 
methods of his erasures and selections. 

Marked by an integrity exalting to contemplate, distin- 
guished by a learning and culture which raised him to the 
first place in his profession in America, no man led a more 
stirring and prominent life than did Binney during, at least, 
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three-quarters of a century. Designated by Chief Justice 
Lewis ^ as the " eminent patriarch of our professsion," and 
fittingly compared to Nestor by Sir John Taylor Coleridge 
(Justice of the Queen's Bench and the father of the Lord 
Chief Justice of England), one of Horace Binney's most 
cherished correspondents, his distinguished attainments as a 
lawyer and high position in public esteem made it imperative 
that a biography of him should eventually appear. Mr. 
Charles Binney has been successful, indeed, in giving us a 
book which can be thoughtfully read. Obviously his task 
has been one of carefully using the shears while searching 
through the famous lawyer's letters and journals, and in 
giving a modest and running commentary throughout the 
work. There has been some occasion for regret in our mind 
that a more extended selection has not been given from the 
journal of Binney's travels abroad, and it may not be amiss 
to suggest the publication of that journal in toto. 

It has been said of Horace Binney that he lived a life of 
protest. It is admitted: but so earnest, so honest, and so 
wholly meditated was that protest, that to-day it turns to his 
honor. And if any tinge of prejudice remains to-day towards 
the memory of so noble a citizen as Binney was, it were well 
that this book should be read again and again, both for the 
sake of its explanations and for the reverence to be gained 
for Binney for the tenacity and unaltering vehemence with 
which he supported his ideas in regard to every question that 
concerned him, of either local or national importance. 

It might have been more felicitous on the part of the living 
Mr. Binney not to have introduced his own ideas of present- 
day local politics either directly or by way of innuendo into a 
book of such wide-spread interest as this work concerning 
Horace Binney undoubtedly must be. Of all things, he was 
a man who remained free from the real strife and strain of 
political life; and the fact that he expressed even frequent 
ideas in regard to Philadelphia politics, or took an ephemeral 
though keen interest in the same, does not seem to justify the 
insertion of remarks on our immediate state of politics in the 
city of Philadelphia. The book is not exclusively for Phila- 
delphians by any means; to all others, and even to Philadel- 
phians, such an innovation must seem, to say the least, like 
bad taste. 

There is only one other fault (and these bits of suggestion 
are almost eclipsed by the many virtues of the book), namely, 
the frequent abruptness of change in those parts of the work 

^ Price V. Maxwell, 28 Pa. 35 (1857). 
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which Mr. Charles Binney himself has written. We skip 
from a letter of 1847 to a short review of a case in 1848, and 
then to the death of Binney 's older sister (and of Charles 
Chauncey) in 1849; all this in two pages, and it is the sum 
of what we learn in regard to these three years. There is no 
word of explanation attempting to weave events one into the 
other; not infrequently the suddenness of the change is any- 
thing but literary. Considering the fact that the work on the 
volume has been mainly that of compilation, the fault is readily 
to be understood, but it might probably have been guarded 
against by a more extended research, quite possible in respect 
of the life of one so recently deceased. 

The avowed attempt has been to show Horace Binney as 
citizen and lawyer, and to produce in his own words the prin- 
ciples of government he formulated or approved. It is with- 
out doubt that the publication will be inceptive to further study 
of those principles; but it is believed the publication is more 
amply justified and more fully to be praised on a far different 
ground. The example set by the nobility of the lives of great 
and eminent men must needs be the incentive and the inspira- 
tion of every aspiring student. The study of biography is the 
bed-rock of encouragement. A book that has given us a last- 
ing impression of one whose learning in the law was unsur- 
passed, whose attainments caused him to be judged the leader 
of the American Bar, and whose life was a model of consis- 
tency and beauty of character, must of necessity come wel- 
comely to the hands of those who find some measure of profit 
in the admiration of the lives and the achievements of noble 
and illustrious men. E. H. B. 



Fire Insurance as a Valid Contract, in Event of Fire and 
as Affected by Construction and Waiver, Estoppel and Ad- 
justment of Claims thereunder, including an Analysis and 
Comparison of the Various Standard Forms, all reduced to 
Rules, with the Relevant Statutory Provisions of all the 
States. By George A. Clement, of the New York Bar, 
Editor of Fire Insurance Digest, Probate Reports Annotated, 
and the New York Annotated Code of Civil Procedure. Pp. 
vii-xcviii+ 1-637. New York: Baker, Voorhis & Company, 
1903. 

Out of the existing chaos and confusion in which the law 
of fire insurance was, the author has attempted and succeeded, 
in one volume, in reducing the decisions of the courts to cer- 
tain, clear, logical, and concise rules. Such a book is of great 



